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the Reflexive Pronouns

A reflexive pronoun is a pronoun that refers back to the subject of the same clause. When the reflexive pronouns are in the singular
form, they end in ‘-self’, i.e. ‘myself’, ‘yourself’, ‘himself’, ‘herself’, ‘itself’, or ‘oneself’; and when the reflexive pronouns are in the
plural form, they end in “-selves’, i.e. ‘ourselves’, ‘yourselves’, or ‘themselves’.
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Examples

In the underneath example, i.e. ‘l have made myself a sandwich.’, the subject ‘I’ and the indirect object ‘myself’ refer to the same
person (i.e. ‘the first person singular’), and therefore the indirect object of the clause is the first person singular reflexive pronoun
‘myself’.
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In the underneath example, i.e. ‘I have made you a sandwich.’, the subject ‘I’ and the indirect object ‘you’ do not refer to the same
person, and therefore the indirect object of the clause is the second person singular pronoun ‘you’, i.e. the indirect object does not
refer back to the subject of the clause.

the direct object

0 The reflexive pronoun refers back to the subject.
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[!] Please note that the reflexive pronouns are not normally used as the subject of the clause, e.g. ‘James and myself [sic] did it.” instead

of ‘James and | did it.".
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Because ‘myself’ is used incorrectly as the subject, it does not [!]
a and cannot [!] refer back to the subject, which is incorrect. 0

In the aforementioned example, i.e. James and myself [sic] did it.’, the first person singular reflexive pronoun ‘myself’ is used
incorrectly as the subject of the clause, and therefore it does not [!] and cannot [!] refer back to the subject of the clause because it
does not have its own subject — which is incorrect in standard English. Instead of the first person singular reflexive pronoun ‘myself’,

the first person singular pronoun ‘I’ should be used as the subject of the clause as in the underneath example, i.e. ‘James and | did it.".
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Emphasis

The reflexive pronouns can be used next to the subject of the clause to emphasize it [i.e. the subject], i.e. ‘l myself believe that it is

true.’.
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Reflexive Verbal Forms and Groups

A reflexive verbal form or a reflexive verbal group has a reflexive pronoun as its object.

Optional Reflective Pronouns

Sometimes, the reflective pronouns are optional and can be syntactically omitted because their reflectiveness is contextually
understood.

In the underneath example, i.e. ‘I shaved, showered, and dressed.’, the first person singular reflexive pronoun ‘myself’ is
syntactically omitted, but its presence is understood, i.e. ‘l shaved, showered, and dressed myself.’.
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In the underneath example, i.e. ‘l shaved, showered, and dressed myself.’, the first person singular reflexive pronoun ‘myself’ is
present, but can be omitted as in the aforementioned example, i.e. ‘l shaved, showered, and dressed.’.
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0 The optional reflexive pronoun refers back to the subject, and can be either used or omitted. 0
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